
WHO IS BEHIND COVID-19
DISINFORMATION/MISINFORMATION 
IN AFRICA?



DISINFORMATION vs. MISINFORMATION?
DISINFORMATION: False information which is intended to mislead, especially 
propaganda issued by a government to a rival power or the media

MISINFORMATION: False information that is spread, regardless of whether there 
is an intent to mislead. Frequently commercially motivated  



WHO IS SPREADING DISINFORMATION AND WHY?

Russia
§ Wants to undermine public trust in Western countries, sow panic, breed 

distrust. https://tinyurl.com/yx42jzyh

China
§ Is trying to rewrite the history of its handling of COVID-19. Focus on fforts to 

stem the disease, provide aid, instead of as the originator of the virus.
https://tinyurl.com/y8qw7d52

Iran 
§ Seek lifting of economic sanctions 

https://tinyurl.com/y8qw7d52






WHY TARGET AFRICA? 

Overall Goal: 

1. Damage Relations with the West
2. Question motives for vaccines, health care 
3. Exploit Lack of Scientific information 

Russia: Expand influence in key countries

China: Prevent a backlash that hurts economic ties 

.











MISINFORMATION FOR PROFIT AND GAIN 

Fake Cures and Treatments

1.
Natural remedies, 

saunas, vodka 
can cure the 

disease.

2.
Promoting 

untested drugs as 
a cure.

3.
Blue masks are 

made in the West 
and contaminated 

with toxins

4.
Panic buying, 

phishing attacks.



.



WHY DOES FAKE NEWS FLOURISH IN AFRICA?  

1.
Distrust of 

Government 
(often with good 

reason)

2.
Economic 

challenges in the 
time of COVID 

3.
Rapid Spread of 

Social Media, 
particularly What’s 

App  

4.
Unknowns about 

the virus



.



HOW TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF DISINFORMATION?
The Media’s Role in Fighting the Scourge

1.
Public 

Education: 
Engaging the 
Community

2.
Media Literacy for 

All: Distinguish 
fake from real

3
Exposing 

Disinformation

4.
Stop Passing 

Disinformation.



SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS RESPOND



USEFUL FACT-CHECKING SITES 

§ First Draft News (www.firstdraftnews.org) 

§ The Week in Fact-Checking (www.Poynter.org)

§ Factcheckingday.com (https://factcheckingday.com)

§ Facebook (Coronavirus Information Center 

§ Twitter (#Covid19) 

§ The News Literacy Project (www.newslit.org)
§ Snopes (www.snopes.com)

http://www.poynter.org/
https://factcheckingday.com/
http://www.newslit.org/


WHAT CAN YOU DO NOW? 

1.
Rely on verified 
information and 

reputable 
websites 

2.
Question 

statistics, models 
and polls 

3.
Call the experts. Get 

differing views 

4.
Stop feeding 

clickbait 





To inform, engage & connect people around 
the world in support of freedom and 

democracy. 


